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1. Executive Summary

This comprehensive cybersecurity incident report details an exhaustive analysis of the global threat

landscape  observed  over  a  highly  active  48-hour  period  spanning  May  28  and  May  29,  2026.

Leveraging raw, unfiltered data detailing 126 distinct cyber incidents, this report synthesizes the tactics,

techniques,  and procedures (TTPs)  of  various threat  actors,  categorizing their  activities  to  provide

actionable intelligence for defensive posturing.

The  reporting  period  is  characterized  by  an  unprecedented  volume  of  coordinated  website

defacements,  massive  data  breaches affecting  millions  of  global  citizens,  the  prolific  sale  of  initial

access vectors, and the aggressive monetization of stolen credentials across underground forums. The

data underscores a bifurcated threat ecosystem: on one end, highly organized cybercriminal syndicates

executing  sophisticated  data  exfiltration  campaigns  against  critical  infrastructure  and  government

entities;  on  the  other,  lone-wolf  hacktivists  and  opportunistic  actors  exploiting  misconfigured  web

directories for digital vandalism.

Key findings from this period indicate a massive surge in path-level directory exploitation targeting e-

commerce and retail sectors, primarily orchestrated by a cluster of unaffiliated actors. Concurrently,

dark web marketplaces have demonstrated increased operational maturity, evidenced by the strategic

partnership between BreachForums and StyxMarket, which effectively streamlines the supply chain of

illicit cyber goods, from stealer malware builders to bulk initial access logs. Furthermore, the exposure

of highly sensitive personally identifiable information (PII)—including nationwide identity datasets from

India, comprehensive government registries from Indonesia, and massive telecommunications records

from the United States—highlights systemic vulnerabilities in data governance across both the public

and private sectors.

This document serves as a deep-dive analytical artifact. It meticulously unpacks the behavior of prolific

threat actors such as  DimasHxR,  agumon, and the  Black Elerone Team, while providing a strategic

assessment of the underground economy fueling modern cybercrime. The ensuing sections provide a

granular, incident-by-incident analysis, concluding with robust defensive recommendations tailored to

mitigate the specific vectors identified within the dataset.

2. Strategic Threat Landscape Overview

The threat landscape during the late May 2026 reporting period is dominated by a high frequency of

relatively low-complexity attacks running in parallel with devastating, high-impact data breaches. The



incident data can be taxonomically divided into five primary categories: Website Defacements, Data

Leaks & Breaches, Initial Access & Carding, Cyber Attacks (including DDoS and Fraud), and Malware/

Vulnerabilities.

2.1 The Resurgence of Opportunistic Web Defacement

Web defacement, often considered a lower-tier cyber threat primarily associated with hacktivism or

script kiddies, has seen a remarkable resurgence. However, the methodology has shifted. Instead of

completely compromising the host server to deface the homepage (root index), actors are aggressively

targeting specific subdirectories—most notably media upload paths, customer directories, and content

management system (CMS) plugin folders.  This indicates widespread exploitation of unpatched file

upload  vulnerabilities,  path  traversal  flaws,  or  misconfigured  directory  permissions.  By  dropping  a

defaced HTML file (such as the frequently observed  zxc.html) into a subfolder, attackers achieve a

successful compromise and mirror registration on tracking sites like zone-xsec.com without triggering

the immediate alarms associated with a home page outage. This technique allows attackers to rack up

high "kill counts" rapidly, inflating their reputation within the underground community while maintaining

a lower profile.

2.2 The Industrialization of Data Breaches

The monetization of stolen data has reached an industrial scale. The incidents logged demonstrate that

threat actors are no longer solely focused on credit card numbers; comprehensive identity profiles are

the primary currency. Datasets containing millions of records are routinely packaged, marketed, and

sold or freely distributed to inflict reputational damage. The distinction between a "Data Breach" (where

data  is  sold  to  exclusive  buyers)  and a  "Data  Leak"  (where  data  is  dumped freely  for  ideological

reasons or due to failed extortion attempts) is increasingly blurred. Notably, the dataset reveals a stark

increase in the targeting of government and telecommunications sectors, areas rich in irreplaceable

biometric and national identity data (e.g., Aadhaar records, National IDs, and voter registries).

2.3 The Maturation of the Cybercrime Supply Chain

The  dark  web  ecosystem exhibits  signs  of  deep  specialization  and  collaboration.  The  announced

partnership between prominent forums like BreachForums and marketplaces like StyxMarket illustrates

an evolving cybercrime supply chain. Threat actors are specializing: Initial Access Brokers (IABs) focus

solely on harvesting RDP credentials, VPN access, and compromised social media accounts, which

are then sold to downstream operators who deploy ransomware, conduct extortion, or utilize the access

for massive fraud campaigns. The availability of "Stealer-as-a-Service" platforms, complete with builder

panels and cryptocurrency clippers, drastically lowers the barrier to entry for aspiring cybercriminals,

flooding the market with stolen credentials and session cookies.



3. Key Threat Actor Profiles & TTPs

An analysis of the incident data reveals several highly active threat actors and groups. Profiling these

entities  provides  critical  insight  into  their  operational  tempo,  target  selection,  and  preferred  attack

vectors.

3.1 DimasHxR: The Subdirectory Specialist

Operating entirely as a lone wolf without any stated team affiliation, DimasHxR  is responsible for 19

distinct defacement incidents within the reporting window. The actor's targeting is highly indiscriminate

geographically, hitting assets in Vietnam, Germany, the UK, the US, and the Netherlands. However, the

operational methodology is rigidly consistent.  DimasHxR almost exclusively executes targeted, non-

mass defacements affecting specific media or customer-facing subdirectories. The actor avoids full site

takeovers, suggesting reliance on a specific automated scanner that identifies vulnerable file upload

forms or outdated CMS plugins allowing for localized file execution. Targets include retail pharmacies,

bookstores,  metal  manufacturers,  and  automotive  accessory  shops,  indicating  a  "spray  and  pray"

vulnerability exploitation strategy rather than targeted industrial espionage.

3.2 agumon: The E-Commerce Vandal

Similar  to  DimasHxR,  the  threat  actor  known  as  agumon  operates  independently  and  was

responsible for 17 documented defacements. Agumon demonstrates a strong preference for European

and South American targets, including sites in France, Slovakia, Switzerland, Finland, Brazil, and Peru.

The operational  signature is identical:  targeting media/customer address paths rather than the root

domain. The high concentration of e-commerce and retail victims suggests agumon may be utilizing an

exploit  targeting a  specific  e-commerce platform vulnerability  (such as a  Magento,  PrestaShop,  or

WooCommerce  plugin  flaw),  given  the  repeated  references  to  customer/media  directories  across

compromised domains.

3.3 azraelzer0d4y & b1ohaz4rd: Coordinated Disruption

The threat  actor  azraelzer0d4y ,  explicitly  affiliated  with  the  group  b1ohaz4rd ,  executed  10

defacements. This group exhibits a higher degree of sophistication, successfully compromising larger

retail and distribution networks (such as Musson and Panborrachas) globally, with a notable footprint in

Brazil. While they also target subdirectory paths, their operations frequently involve "redefacements,"

indicating persistent access to compromised infrastructure or the repeated exploitation of unpatched

vulnerabilities  even  after  victim  remediation  attempts.  Their  persistent  tracking  on  zone-xsec.com

suggests a motive driven by public notoriety and operational dominance within the hacking community.



3.4 XYZ & Alpha Wolf Team: Mass Campaign Operators

In contrast to the targeted path-level attacks, the actor XYZ , representing the Alpha Wolf  team,

specializes in mass defacement campaigns. Utilizing exploits against Linux-based server environments,

XYZ successfully compromised multiple sites simultaneously, including Japanese municipal websites

(ueda-city.com) and digital media platforms. Mass defacements typically involve gaining root or high-

level  administrative  access  to  a  shared  hosting  environment,  allowing  the  attacker  to  recursively

overwrite the index files of all  hosted domains. This represents a significantly higher impact attack

vector than localized directory compromises.

3.5 0xSHALL & FOURSDEATH TEAM

This  actor  cluster  executed  5  defacements  across  a  diverse  geographic  spread  (Greece,  Japan,

Philippines,  Singapore).  Their  defining TTP is  the consistent  deployment  of  a  specific  payload file

named zxc.html. This signature indicates the use of an automated exploitation framework dropping a

standardized payload.  The targeting of  WordPress-related paths (specifically  the uploads directory)

points to the exploitation of vulnerable WordPress themes or plugins.

3.6 Data Brokers: Rupert, Vyntra, and pipl1on33uku

Moving  away  from  defacements,  the  dataset  highlights  highly  active  data  brokers.  Rupert

specializes  in  government  and  institutional  data,  offering  massive  datasets  from  Argentina

(MercadoPago, Ministry of Justice), Algeria, Bangladesh (BOESL), and Australian sports organizations

for prices ranging between $900 and $1,300 USD.  Vyntra  acts as a bulk distributor, dealing in

multi-million  record  datasets,  including  US Oil  &  Gas  databases  and  massive  Hong  Kong  mobile

consumer databases. Meanwhile, pipl1on33uku  dominates the Initial Access sector, operating via

Telegram to sell compromised, high-follower TikTok accounts, SHEIN LLC business accounts, and bulk

CVV data, representing the retail end of the cybercrime economy.

4. Critical Data Breaches & Extortion Events

The  reporting  period  witnessed  several  catastrophic  data  breaches,  underscoring  systemic

vulnerabilities across critical infrastructure, government, and telecommunications.



4.1 High-Volume Corporate & Telecom Breaches

Charter Communications (42 Million Records): Threat actor ShinyHunters published a massive

dataset allegedly belonging to Charter Communications. The release followed a failed extortion

attempt, highlighting the aggressive double-extortion tactics prevalent today. The exposure of 42

million PII records poses severe risks of targeted phishing, identity theft, and telecommunications

fraud.

iFood  Brazil  (43.8  Million  Records): Actor  'bacen'  claimed  possession  of  nearly  44  million

customer records (including CPF numbers and credit card data) from the Brazilian food delivery

giant iFood. The actor utilized a progressive release extortion strategy, threatening to dump data if

demands  were  not  met  by  a  specific  deadline.  This  incident  highlights  the  immense  risk

concentrated in gig-economy and delivery applications.

India  HITEK  /  Aadhaar-Linked  Data  (850  Million  Records): A  staggering  109  GB  dataset

containing 850 million records allegedly linked to India's Aadhaar system was offered for  sale.

Containing  full  PII,  mobile  numbers,  and  email  addresses,  this  represents  a  severe  national

security and widespread identity theft risk for the Indian populace.

LinkedIn Australia (5.1 Million Records): Multiple threat actors discussed and offered a database

of Australian LinkedIn users. Such data is highly valuable for crafting sophisticated spear-phishing

campaigns targeting corporate executives and IT personnel.

4.2 Government and Public Sector Compromises

Government infrastructure was heavily targeted, resulting in the massive exposure of citizen data. The

Argentine government suffered systemic breaches across multiple ministries, including the Ministry of

Justice (684K records) and the Poder Judicial de la Nación (563K records), exposing highly sensitive

legal  case  details  and  citizen  IDs.  In  Indonesia,  threat  actors  (e.g.,  RanzXZ,  zyvra)  freely  leaked

resident  databases  from  Bekasi  City,  Karangasem  Regency,  and  the  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs,

indicating  a  severe,  ongoing  vulnerability  crisis  within  Indonesian  e-government  infrastructure.

Furthermore, the exposure of US poll worker PII across 14 states due to an unsecured AWS S3 bucket

belonging  to  Easy  Vote  demonstrates  the  persistent  danger  of  cloud  misconfigurations  in  critical

election supply chains.

4.3 AI Infrastructure & API Leakage

A novel  and  highly  concerning  trend  is  the  large-scale  leakage  of  Artificial  Intelligence  API  keys.

Multiple  actors  (JVZU)  distributed  what  they  claimed were  Anthropic  Claude API  keys  possessing

balances  of  up  to  2.5  million  tokens.  The  unauthorized  distribution  of  AI  API  tokens  allows

cybercriminals to leverage advanced LLMs for generating convincing phishing lures, writing malicious

code, or conducting automated reconnaissance at the financial expense of the legitimate API account

holders.

• 

• 

• 

• 



5. The Underground Economy: Initial Access, Carding, &

Malware

The data reveals a highly structured underground economy facilitating cybercrime-as-a-service (CaaS).

5.1 Market Consolidation & Infrastructure

The strategic partnership announced between BreachForums and StyxMarket represents a dangerous

consolidation of cybercriminal infrastructure. By integrating a dedicated marketplace featuring vendor

ranking systems, escrow wallets, and premium hacking guides, threat actors are streamlining the illicit

economy. This professionalization mirrors legitimate e-commerce, lowering the friction for purchasing

stealer logs, initial access, and financial credentials.

5.2 Initial Access and Social Media Hijacking

Telegram serves as the primary communications and sales channel for Initial Access Brokers. Actors

like DataxLogs and PORTAL advertise rented RDP access to major cloud environments (Azure, AWS,

DigitalOcean) alongside compromised corporate email  accounts. Simultaneously, a massive market

exists for hijacked social media and e-commerce business accounts. The sale of "verified TikTok US

personal  accounts"  and "SHEIN self-operated LLC accounts"  (often  with  violation  appeals  already

passed) provides fraudulent actors with aged, trusted accounts to run scams, distribute malware, or

launder funds through fake storefronts.

5.3 Fraud, Carding, and Money Laundering

The carding ecosystem remains robust. Actors (e.g., duchproc3d, ColdApollo, Gogetit62) actively sell

cloned ATM cards, non-VBV (Verified by Visa) credit cards, and freshly skimmed dumps with PINs.

Furthermore, the dataset highlights highly organized USDT (Tether) money laundering schemes. Scam

rings actively recruit "money mules" via Telegram, offering 10-25% commissions to receive illicit funds

and  convert  them  to  USDT.  This  advance-fee  fraud  and  laundering  methodology  is  critical  for

cybercriminals to cash out ransomware payments and stolen funds while obfuscating the money trail

on the blockchain.

5.4 Malware Tooling and Exploits

The barrier to developing custom malware is continually dropping. Threat actors are openly selling

complete "Stealer-as-a-Service" source code packages for as little as $70. These packages include

remote access trojans (RATs), data exfiltration modules, cryptocurrency clippers (which silently swap

wallet addresses in the victim's clipboard), anti-detection mechanisms, and fully customizable builder



panels. Additionally, the sale of highly specific exploits, such as a $250 Ethereum smart contract exploit

targeting a vulnerable pool of funds, highlights the rapid monetization of Web3 vulnerabilities.

6. Detailed Incident Analysis and Categorization

The following sections provide a granular breakdown of the 126 incidents, categorized by threat vector

and  geographic  impact.  This  exhaustive  catalog  serves  as  the  foundational  data  for  the  strategic

intelligence presented above.

6.1 Targeted Web Defacement and Vandalism (53 Incidents)

Defacement activity constituted the highest volume of individual incidents. The vast majority of these

were isolated, path-level compromises. For instance, the actor DimasHxR systematically compromised

directories across the globe: Nha Sach Quang Loi (Vietnam), Kunst-Koeder.de and Kennzeichen-Teufel

(Germany),  Automatech and West Derby Carpets & Blinds (UK), and Discounted Decals (USA). The

tactical execution involved bypassing primary authentication mechanisms to drop HTML payloads into

`/media/` or `/uploads/` directories. 

Similarly,  agumon executed  identical  attacks  against  Boutique  Moutard (France),  VacuumSpot

(Australia),  Nuovabai (Italy),  and  Biovit  Farma (Brazil).  The  group  b1ohaz4rd (via  azraelzer0d4y)

demonstrated more persistence,  conducting 'redefacements'  against  targets like  iDropan Shop and

Beads Venue,  indicating a failure by the victims to properly remediate the initial  root  cause of  the

breach. In contrast, the Alpha Wolf Team and the Black Elerone Team executed mass server-level

defacements,  wiping  out  multiple  sites  hosted  on  vulnerable  Linux  infrastructure  in  Japan  and

Indonesia, respectively.

6.2 Major Data Breaches and Database Leaks (40 Incidents)

Data  breaches  extracted  massive  volumes  of  PII,  corporate  documents,  and  government  records.

Beyond  the  critical  breaches  mentioned  previously  (Charter,  iFood,  HITEK),  the  dataset  reveals

widespread vulnerability. 

Latin America: Heavy targeting of government and financial infrastructure. Incidents include the

leak of 490K citizen records from Ambato, Ecuador (with included webshell access), the breach of

the  Sinaloa  government  billing  system  (Mexico),  and  the  massive  compromise  of  Argentine

institutions including Swiss Medical Group (458K records), MercadoPago (425K records), and the

Ministry of Justice.

• 



Europe: French  infrastructure  suffered  repeated  blows,  with  actors  leaking  databases  from

platforms  like  Amepi.fr,  ManoMano,  Groupe  IMA,  and  the  government  portal

resana.numerique.gouv.fr. In Germany, a highly critical leak involved 500 internal Docker images

(~40 GB) from Allianz, exposing internal microservice source code, hardcoded credentials, TLS

private  keys,  and  internal  CA  certificates—a  devastating  supply  chain  and  infrastructure

compromise.

Asia-Pacific: Rampant  leaks of  Indonesian government  data (Kuningan Regency,  Bekasi  City,

Ministry  of  Home Affairs,  PSHT martial  arts  records).  Additional  breaches  hit  the  Bangladesh

Overseas Employment and Services Limited (742K records), the Higher Education Commission of

Pakistan (1.5M citizen PII records), and various corporate databases in South Korea and Taiwan.

United States: The leak of 6.8 GB of historical US public records from the SnailSearch system, the

exposure of 14 states' poll worker data via AWS S3, and the sale of a 980 GB corporate document

leak from Smokers Choice USA highlight persistent vulnerabilities in legacy systems and cloud

storage configurations.

6.3 Initial Access, Brokerage, and Carding (18 Incidents)

The cybercrime gig economy is thriving on Telegram and dark web forums. Brokers like  DataxLogs

and PORTAL continuously list fresh RDP endpoints, compromised corporate emails, and multi-location

proxy servers (e.g., APT IRAN offering 31 servers for social media targeting). The carding sector is

fueled by actors dropping massive lists of non-VBV debit/credit cards, fullz (full identity packages), and

cloned ATM cards globally. The aggressive recruitment of money mules for USDT laundering creates

the necessary financial infrastructure to process these stolen funds.

6.4 Advanced Cyber Attacks and Vulnerability Disclosures (15 Incidents)

Moving beyond data theft and vandalism, several incidents highlight advanced operational capabilities.

A highly sophisticated Google Cloud Shell Container Escape vulnerability was documented, detailing

how  a  researcher  achieved  root  access  traversing  from  a  Docker  container  to  the  underlying

ChromeOS  kernel  within  a  Kubernetes  environment.  While  allegedly  part  of  a  bug  bounty,  such

disclosures provide blueprints for threat actors. Additionally, politically motivated attacks were evident,

with the  Armenian code actor claiming sabotage of hotel security infrastructure in Istanbul, and the

NoName057(16) group gaining unauthorized access to CCTV systems in Ukraine to execute doxxing

campaigns against perceived elites.

• 

• 

• 



7. Strategic Recommendations and Mitigation Posture

Based  on  the  exhaustive  analysis  of  the  TTPs  utilized  across  the  126  documented  incidents,

organizations must adopt a hardened, proactive defensive posture. The sheer volume of automated,

opportunistic attacks requires robust baseline security hygiene, while the sophisticated data breaches

demand zero-trust architectures.

7.1 Mitigating Web Defacement and CMS Vulnerabilities

The rampant exploitation of media and customer directories by actors like DimasHxR and agumon

highlights  a  critical  weakness  in  web  application  firewalls  (WAF)  and  file  upload  sanitization.

Organizations must:

Implement Strict File Upload Controls: All user-uploaded content must be sanitized, validated

against  strict  MIME-type  whitelists,  and  stripped of  executable  permissions.  Upload directories

(e.g.,  /wp-content/uploads/) must explicitly deny the execution of server-side scripts (PHP, ASP,

JSP, HTML) via web server configuration (e.g., Apache `.htaccess` or Nginx `location` blocks).

Enforce  Directory  Least  Privilege: Web  applications  must  run  with  the  absolute  minimum

privileges required. Directories should not be globally writable.

Automated CMS Patching: The vast majority of  these path-level  defacements rely on known,

unpatched  vulnerabilities  in  plugins  or  legacy  themes.  Automated  patching  and  vulnerability

scanning are non-negotiable.

7.2 Securing Cloud Infrastructure and Preventing Data Leaks

The catastrophic exposure of poll worker data via AWS S3 and the leakage of Allianz's Docker images

underscore the failure of basic cloud security posture management (CSPM).

Audit Cloud Storage Permissions: Ensure all AWS S3 buckets, Azure Blobs, and Google Cloud

Storage buckets are explicitly set to private and require IAM authentication for access. Implement

automated alerts for any bucket modified to allow public read/write access.

Secrets Management in DevOps: The exposure of hardcoded credentials and TLS keys within

Docker images is a critical failure. Organizations must utilize dedicated secrets management vaults

(e.g., HashiCorp Vault, AWS Secrets Manager) and completely decouple secrets from source code

and container images.

API Key Security: The widespread leakage of Anthropic Claude API keys demonstrates the need

for strict API key governance. Implement automated rotation, strict IP whitelisting, and financial/

usage alerting thresholds on all third-party API tokens.

• 

• 

• 
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7.3 Combating Initial Access Brokers and Credential Stuffing

The dark web is flooded with stolen credentials and session tokens extracted via stealer malware.

Mandatory  Multi-Factor  Authentication  (MFA): Phishing-resistant  MFA  (such  as  FIDO2

hardware  keys)  must  be  enforced  across  all  corporate  access  points,  VPNs,  and  cloud

environments to neutralize the threat of purchased credentials.

Monitor Dark Web Marketplaces: Engage with Threat Intelligence platforms to actively monitor

forums  (like  BreachForums  and  StyxMarket)  and  Telegram  channels  for  corporate  domain

mentions, compromised VIP accounts, or the sale of specific RDP access vectors.

Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR): Deploy behavioral EDR solutions capable of detecting

the execution of off-the-shelf stealer malware and anomalous outbound data exfiltration indicative

of a breach in progress.

Conclusion: The threat landscape analyzed in this May 2026 dataset reveals a highly industrialized,

fast-paced cybercrime economy. Defensive strategies must evolve from reactive perimeter defense to

proactive, intelligence-driven risk management. Continuous monitoring, rigorous cloud governance, and

the aggressive  patching of  outward-facing assets  are  imperative  to  survive  the  current  operational

tempo of global threat actors.

• 

• 

• 
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